
 

Now in the arms of God 

"Dancing in the sky and singing with the 

Angels". 

 

God Bless, forever remembered. 

In loving memory of 

Clara Brady Coulthard Johnson 

1929 – 2017 



Clara Brady was the much loved daughter 

of Thomas (Tom) Brady & Mary (Tjinguma) 

Loving & much loved sister to Betty James 

(Dec), Ronald Brady (Dec), & youngest 

brother David (Dec). Clara was also the sister/niece of 

Richard (Dick) Brady &  

Harry (Nyuka) Brady (both dec)  

Loving wife of Dan Coulthard (dec) 

Clara is survived by her five children Yvonne, 

Desmond, Janet, Ralph & Edwin (Eddie) 

Loving wife of Raymond Johnson of Bundaberg QLD. 

Clara is also survived by her many grandchildren, 

great grandchildren & great great grandchildren 

including many nephews, nieces, of the James family 

of Finke in the Northern Territory, the Brady family, of 

Copley, & Amata. 

Clara was also the niece of the late Ruth 

Lennon/McKenzie & extended families including the 

Brumby's, Lester, O’Donohues, Crombies, Browns 

Fielding, & Ah Chee families. 

Clara was also loved & very close to all her sister-in-

laws, Lena Coulthard is the only one remaining. 

She will be sadly missed by the Colebrook family, the 

Adnyamathanha & Yankunytjatjara people  

Born at Lilla Creek station in the 

Northern Territory in 1929, her birth 

was not recorded but Clara was in 

possession of a letter from the 

protector of Aborigines stating her 

approximate date of birth as the 24th 

January 1929, a document she used in 

place of a birth Certificate. 

At the age of approximately 6 years, 

Clara and her younger brother Ronald 

were removed from their mother and extended family by the 

authorities in what we now know as the Stolen Generation. Clara 

and Ron were removed by Police in May 1934 and taken to 

Oodnadatta, and later to Colebrook Children’s home in Quorn and 

then Eden hills in Adelaide, she never saw her mother again. 

However, the old ladies told her later in life that her mum went up 

on to a nearby hill, everyday, to look for the truck bringing them 

back.  Every day she sat on the hill an cried. 

At Colebrook she got the name "Killa" by the other kids as she was 

the only one who stood up to the boys.  However, she made 

lifelong friendships at Colebrook and they all became an important 

part of her family. 

In Clara's book the Spirit Prevails she talks about her sister Betty, 

"My sister Betty always cared for me, when we went on hunting trips 

she made sure she carried me long distances and when we came to a 

place of teaching she'd release me to my grandmother") Clara loved 

and missed her big sister very much. And her culture remained a 

strong focus throughout her life. 

She was very close to her two brothers Ron and David and their 

relationship stayed strong throughout her life. 



She was also very close to her 

Uncle/Brothers Dick and Harry Brady 

In 1947 Clara went to work as a 

teacher at Nepabunna with the United 

Aborigines Mission.  This is where she 

met Dan Coulthard for the first time.  

In 1949 she returned to Oodnadatta 

with the UAM and she corresponded 

with Dan by letters, they fell in love 

and later married on the 24th June 

1950.  Dan was the son of Ted and 

Winnie Coulthard of Nepabunna. 

Dan and Clara were living and working at Irish Well, now known as 

Nantawarrina when their first child Yvonne was born on the 24th 

February 1951.  In 1953 Clara was expecting her second child 

Desmond and nearly miscarried with him so Dan took her into 

Nepabunna to be with his parents and other family. 

Clara often told stories to her 

children about those times 

living with her new extended 

family and the 

Adnyamathanha people, and 

how she learnt so much 

about their culture, which 

was important to her as she 

had missed out on so much 

of her own culture of the 

Yankunytjatjara people. While 

in Nepabunna she was mentored by Granny Elsie Jackson, and Mrs 

Eva Wilton, these two old ladies would take Clara out with them 

rabbit trapping and collecting bush mai, with all the Yakarties, this 

was also a time these two old ladies taught Clara about 

Adnyamathanha culture and ways; knowledge she always cherished. 

Later in life, as Dan and Clara had 

more children Janet and Ralph 

Dan left the station work and 

took on work in road building 

and grader operating. They 

moved to Copley and later to 

Port Augusta where their 

youngest son Eddie was born in 

1966 and finally they moved to Hawker where the children finished 

their schooling. 

During the 1970s she saw a need for an Aboriginal health service 

along with two other Aboriginal women her cousin and nurse Mona 

(Muriel) Olsson and Rachel Brady they lobbied government without 

success, so they went to the World Council of Churches and were 

successful and the Aboriginal medical service was started in Port 

Augusta, this then became Pika Wiya Health Service. 

Clara was the first Chairperson for Pika Wiya Health Service, 

however, her activism did not stop there.She and Ruby Ah Chee 

continued their work in the APY Lands for better health and living 

conditions. Ruby would be the interpreter and Clara the driver 

spokesperson.  Just the two of them would travel in a Toyota 

Landcruiser and later a commodore station wagon loaded up, 

always on the go. 

While living at Colebrook uncle Bruce Fielding would help them in 

packing up the car and tying things down he named them the 



Leyland Sisters and would always say things like the Leyland’s sisters 

are off again, trying to stir them up. 

In the early eighties Clara worked with the SA Housing trust as an 

Aboriginal tenancy officer, still living in Hawker she would drive daily 

to Port Augusta for work. Dan worked with the Hawker district 

council as a grader operator, and later with SA Museum as a cultural 

Ranger recording and protecting Aboriginal sites throughout the 

Flinders. It was here Dan was diagnosed with diabetes and the onset 

of Motor Neuron Disease.  So the family moved to Quorn where 

Dan retired and Clara continued her work with the housing trust. 

Daisy and John Shannon lived in a 

Caravan in their yard so that they 

could help care for Dan while Clara 

continued working with the SAHT. 

Clara also travelled the APY Lands with 

parliamentarians like Lyn Bruer, Jenifer 

Rankine, Chris Schacht and Chris 

Gallous as chaperone for them on 

Government and electoral business. 

She also represented her people on 

numerous boards including the 

Aboriginal Health Council and the 

Elders Council. 

One of the highlights of her life was 

attending the handback of Uluru to her 

people.  She often spoke of that day 

and how important it was to her and 

the Yankunytjatjara people. 

She was a quiet achiever, where ever she saw a need she just got on 

with the job of finding a solution.  Her work was acknowledged by 

the State NAIDOC committee when they gave her the Female Elder 

of the Year. 

Clara Loved the Adnyamathanha people and knew more about their 

culture and ways than of her own Yankunytjatjara people. She made 

a point of learning and tracing her family connections and Tjukupa 

from the late 1970s onwards with the help of her Aunty Ruby 

Musgrave (Ah Chee).  She was very proud to be involved in an 

Inma with the Yankunytjatjara ladies, she said it was a memory that 

would stay with her forever. 

In 2004 Clara married Raymond Johnson, from Bundaberg QLD, who 

she met on one of her many trips to the 

Lands to attend Christian conventions. 

Raymond being a devout Christian man, 

they got on well and their friendship led to 

marriage. 

Over the coming years the family noticed 

her memory was fading and she was 

hospitalised for tests that confirmed the 

onset of dementia, in 2013 Ralph, Yvonne 

and Raymond admitted her to Nerrilda 

Nursing Home for her safety and care. 

On the 23rd November 2017 at 3.30 am Clara gave up her fight and 

with family members there and Gayle Mather (who Clara looked 

upon as a daughter), she passed away peacefully with a single tear 

drop at the moment of her passing. 


